S C H E M E 


I. To raiſe jamediagly Fifty or Sixty Thou- 
ſand Men, without any Expence to the 


Government, any Detriment to Trade, or 
the Liberty of the Subject. 


II. To raiſe, by eaſy Methods, a large Sum 


likewiſe immediately, in order to OI. 
our Sea-Forces. | 


III. To ſuppreſs at once the W 6 as 
to afford a great Advantage to the Fair 
Dealer, and increaſe the Cuſtom-Houſe 
Revenues. 
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S IX, 8 SY _ 
Am thoroughly convinc'd that at the next 
Meeting in Parliament two great Articles 
will be examin'd into, Hi, How to raiſe 


Money for the neceſſary Subſidies that ſhall 


be wanting to carry on the War this enſuing 
Year : Secondly, How to put a Stop to a per- 


nicious Gang of Smugglers, whoſe Inſdlence is 


become quite inſupportable: Wherefore I take 
the Liberty to trouble you with ſome particu- 
lar Obſervations on theſe Heads ; not that I pre- 
ſume to think my Knowledge in publick 


Buſineſs is above that of our Stateſmen ; (for 


it is allowed that no Kingdom in Europe is bet- 
ter provided with able Mifilſters) but becauſe 
it ſometimes happens, that Gentlemen, who are 
charged with ſo many important Affairs, can- 
not have the ſame Leiſure or Opportunity to 
ruminate on this or t'other Subject as a private 
Man; and becauſe where there is a Zeal and 
Loyalty for our King and Country, there muſt 
neceſſarily be an Obligation to mention what- 
ſoever may tend to promote their Good and 


Welfare: 
What I preſent to you is a Scheme entirely 
practicable, and ſuch an one as may prevent the 


many Inconveniencies that indiſpenſably will 


attend a new Tax. A Scheme by which 50 or 
60,000 Men may be rais'd immediately for his 
Majeſty's Service without any new Charge, be- 
fides a large Sum of Money; and a Scheme 
likewiſe by which the Smugglers may be effica- 
ciouſly rooted out. "This may appear a Para- 
dox at firſt Sight, but I have really conſider'd 
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the Affair in ſuch a Manner as to imagine, that 


on a candid Peruſal my Hints will not ſeem 
quite uſeleſs. However, I hope if no other 
Schemes may appear more reaſonable or plea- 
ſing to the King and your illuſtrious Body, 
you'll be ſo good as to produce this Scheme 
of mine, which, by your Aſſiſtance, may be put 
in a much better Light, not only in the Manner 
of expreſſing it, but likewiſe of artfully exe- 
cuting it, affuring you, Sir, that no other 
Conſideration has mov'd me ſo much to ad- 
dreſs theſe few Sheets to you as that you are 
known to poſleſs all thoſe Qualifications which 
can poſſibly adorn a Britiſh Senator, or con- 
duce to the Nation's Happineſs. At the ſame 
time I cannot but take Notice that, in this 
preſent Juncture of Affairs, where the Subject 
is forming all the Complaints he 1s capable of, 
on account of a very expenſive War, I look 
upon a decent Freedom, as much more my 


Duty than any degree of Flattery or Diſſimu- 


lation, conſequently my Notions are rather 
founded on the greateſt Reſpect imaginable, 
than on the leaſt Motive of Arrogance or Offi- 
ciouſneſs. So confiding in your good Inclina- 
tions to take theſe my Endeavours in good Part, 
and your readineſs to excuſe the preſent Trou- 
ble, I beg Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf with the 


| profoundeſt Reſpect and Submiſſion. 


SIX, 
Royal. e Dar moſt obedient | 
Nor. 4, 1747- humble Servant, 


NichoL As MACHIAVELLI. 
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SCH E ME, Se. 


F it be indiſputable that Money muſt be 
I: raiſed to ſupply the Expences neceſſary 
in order to carry on the War in the in- 
ſuing Year, and to procure with Sword in 
Hand an honourable Peace, the Queſtion 
remains only to know, how to raiſe this 
Money, whether it be proper to lay another 
Tax on the Subject already overloaded, or to 
raiſe it by Lottery and Annuities. 
In the firſt Caſe, we muſt enquire what 
e be newly taxed. I hear it's pro- 
pos d by ſome to lay a Tax of Six-pence an — 
Ounce on Silver Plate : If ſo, we muſt con- 
ſider what Inconveniencies would follow ; 
Imprimis, This would hurt one of our beſt 
Branches of Buſineſs that we have at preſent, | 
as that other on Coaches did : For the _ 
Coachmaker, who before was uſed to em- 
ploy ten Journeymen, at preſent does not 
"OI above ſix; and he, who before the 
By 11 
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Tax commenc'd, uſed to lay out fix of 
ſeven hundred Pounds per Year in Timber, 
Iron, Skins, &c. now ſcarcely lays out half 
the Money : Beſides, a Gentleman who be- 
tore had generally two or three Carriages, 
with two Sets of Iorſes, now, on account 
of this new Tax, contents himſelf with onl 
one Carriage, and a lef Number of Horſes. 
Thoſe who commonly let out Chaiſes on 
Hire, for airing, Cc. now can't afford, by 
any means, to let-them fo cheap as uſual; 
and, conſequently, tor want of ſuch Cul- 
tomers mult neceſſarily drop their : Buſineſs.” 
In like manner, if we conſider how many 
Journeymen among the Silverſmiths would 
be unemploy'd, in caſe the Tax on Plate 
ſhould take-place, we ſhall find how join'd 
with the Number of Coach-makers out of 
Buſineſs, they will make up a great Body of 
Vagabonds, who, having no other way of 
living, muſt neceſſarily, in order to ſuppart 
themſelves and their Families, go out at 
Night to knock down whom they meet, 
robbing and committing ſeveral other Miſ- 
chiefs. At the ſame time I am of Opinion, 
that if a Tax ſhould be laid on Silver Plate, 
a great many People would rather bury 
their Plate (in hopes that, the Tax might 
be taken off in time of Peace) rather than 
pay the Duty; and am ſenſible the like 
would be done with reſpect to Coaches, if 
any Ways practicable. 4 


It 


FP, 
It might be propos'd to lay a Shilling Tax 
on every new Wig and Hat, or public Sign, 
which, indeed, would bring in a conſider- 
able Sum of Money : But what would be 
the Conſequence ? The Trade would ſuffer 
very much by it. Or a Tax miy be ſup- 
pos'd to be laid on Gentleman's Servants 
and Saddle Horſes, without conſidering, That 
if aGentleman now has three Livery Servants, 
then he will only have two; or if two, one; 
if one, none; whilſt both the Merchant and 
Taylor Sufterss We muſt conſider, that 
when a lefſer Number of Servants is em 
ploy'd, the greater is the Number of Vaga- 
bonds and Robbers. The Tax on Saddle 
Horſes is ſtill worſe ; for thoſe who let out 
Saddle Horſes, muſt raiſe their Price, and 
therefore will have fewer Cuſtomers. And 
as keeping fewer Horſes, muſt require leſs 
Conſumption of Hay and Corn, conſequent- 
ly, any ſuch Tax will leflen the Circulation 
of Money and Trade, In ſhort, if we over- 
load the Horſe more than he can bear, he 
muſt fall at laſt, and the Iſſue muſt prove 
fatal. 3: 5M 
To raiſe Money by Lottery and Annnu- 
ities, is contracting new Debts without any 
certain Fund to pay the Capital or Intereſt : 
This Scheme therefore will be worſe than 
the former. To ſhew -the great Inconve- 
niences that may ariſe from this, I muſt 
figure the Caſe of a Nobleman, who has an 
WN Eſtate 
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Eſtate of : 10,0007: per ann. if by a Law-ſuit, 
or other Neceſſities he. is oblig'd to borrow 
Money from his. Tenants, they will let 
him have as much as they think their Land- 
lord may be able to repay them with proper 
Intereſt ; but if the Nobleman, obſerving 
how ready his Tenants are to. lend him 
Money, ſhould be ſo indiſcreet as to think, 
be might go on in borrowing from them in 
infinitum, and Sums very far exceeding what 
he is really worth; in that Caſe, what would 
be the Conſequence ? 

The Conſequence would be, that he would 
find his Tenants not fo ready in parting 
with their Money ; though out of Reſpect 
they would not dare at once to deny him.; 
but, meeting all together, they will handle 
the Affair in this manner: There is our 
Landlord (ſays one of them) wants to bor- 
row more Money from us; and becauſe we 
have been willing to ſerve him on ſeveral 
Occaſions, he naw wants to impofe upon 
our Guod-nature, and endeavours to make 
us all Beggars: He wants to contract more 
Debts than what he is worth, or able to 
pay; and by this Means he will deprive us 
of our Money, which is more dear to us 
than an hundred Landlords ; for we are ſure, 
that if we were in Neceſſity, he would not 
lend us any. He has charg'd us already 
with all the Taxes that he could lay upon 
us, -he makes us Pay very dear for every 

thing 
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thing that we have, and binders us as much 
as he can from - getting Money, Having 
hurt us in our Buſineſs, how therefore can 
he expect to get Money from us, when he 
takes away the Means of getting it ? And 
how can he be ſo unreaſonable as to ſee us 
quite impoveriſh'd ? What have we to do 
with his Law-ſuit (3)? Suppoſe he was to 
get the better in every reſpect (but for what 
we have ſeen, he will have the worſe) and 
have as much Succeſs as our late:Miſtreſs 
had (5) when ſhe was aſſiſted by ſuch a 
good Lawyer (c), what Advantage would 
that be to us? His Eſtate ſure would not be 
the larger, as it was not in the time of our 
ſaid Miſtreſs ; and even then, he would not 
be able to pay his Debts ; but (ſays another 
Farmer) by this Law he may be more ſure 
of the Eſtate which he has already, and 
therefore may keep us in Poſſeſſion of our 
Properties, or elfe that Gentleman (4) who 
- pretends to have a Right to this Land, may 
come aſſiſted by a ſuperior Force, and turn 
him out of his Eſtate ; and by lofing our 
own worthy Maſter,” we run the Hazard to 
loſe our Money, which we have lent him 
8 this (an ill- meaning Man of the Com- 
, from which ſort we muſt guard out- 
kenns) replies, I ſee this has been à Piece of 
Policy in him to borrow ſo much Money 
(a) The War. : (53 geen PII 0 ) The Due of 
War © (a): The retender. . . NN) 
5 from 


68) 

from us, in order to have us under his 
Thumb, to oblige us to ſtick cloſe to him, 
or run the Hazard of loſing all. But pray, 
Gentlemen, how can we be convinc'd that 
this Lawſuit tends to defend that Eſtate 
which we tenant from hm ? for I rather in- 
cline to believe, that it is on account of de- 
fending the other Country-Houſe (e) which 
he has, where he has laid out a great deal of 
Money, and for which he has a natural Af- 
fection; for you know, that in caſe he be- 
haves well with us, we do not want Friends 
| 20 ) nor Law to ſeeure him in his Eſtate ; 

or if that Foreigner (g) was to come (with 

what great Number of Servants he pleas'd) 
ſurely if we unanimouſly are join'd together) 
we have ſtrength enough in our hands not 
only to beat them, but deſtroy them in 
ſuch a manner as not to let one Individual 
go back to his own Country to carry the 
News : But in caſe ſome of us deſert from 
him, then, and then only, he has a great 
deal to fear: Therefore, if he thinks well, 
he ought not to diſoblige his Tenants, 
while his Safety depends on their. Good- 
will; without which he can never eſtabliſh - 
himſelf in the Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate ; and 


by conſequence, if he inſiſts on having Money _ 


-to go on with his Lawſuit, we muſt ſubmit 
to let him have it: But, in the mean time, 
he muſt be ſenſible of our IIl-will, and by 
(e) H. .o. r. (of) The Allies. (g) The Pretender. 

f taking 
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taking away from us the Product of our La- 
bours, our Money, and loading us with 
more Taxes; by fach Means he will oblige 
us to watch an Opportunity to retrieve our 
own if we can, and he muſt be liable to 
what Conſequences may follow. ar 
This is our Caſe, the Application 1s very. 


eaſy. The K—g in his Subjects has a 


very good-natured ſtrong Horfe, that with 
all Chearfulneſs has ſupported him and 
brought him thro* all Dangers ; but if he 
overloads him with new Taxes, or hinders 
him from eating his Corn, ſo as to put a 
Stop to his Trade, his poor Horſe will be 
ſo weak that he cannot but groan under his 
Burthen ; therefore we muſt take Care what 
we do in this Caſe, for a very little Weight 
is enough to turn the Ballance. But tho! it 
be ſo dangerous and difficult to load the 
Subject with new Taxes, it is at the ſame 
tis neceſſary to keep up an Army Abroad 
in order to have an hononrable Peace, and 
another at Home for fear of a new Invaſion; 
what then muſt we do to ſupport this ? > 
What Expedient muſt we take ? cath 
I-ſee only one left us, which is, to raiſe 
pes or 60, 000 Men immediately in the fol- 
owing Manner. To oblige every Pariſh 
In England and Scotland to forviſh th the King 
in this preſent Time 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 Men, 
according to the Largenefs of the Pariſh, and 
to pay 104. Fd Ann. for the Maintenance 
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( 10 ) 
of each Man. To oblige the Clergy to pay, 
only during the War, ſo much per Cent. of 
the Revenue of ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Benefices 
as may exceed gol. per Ann. Likewiſe all 
ſuch as have any Employment under the 
Crown, to pay ſo much per Cent. out of it, 
to ſupport the ſaid Expences. 

Let us now ſee the Advantages that may 
ariſe from this Scheme, with the Objections 
that may be made againſt it. 

Firſt, by rhis Means we may have an 
Army of 5o or Go, ooo Men rais'd in leſs 
than a Fortnight, which will be able not 
only to defend us at Home in caſe of any Inva- 
ſion, but likewiſe we may ſend 20 or 30,000 
Men Abroad if required ; therefore the 
Crown need not be oblig'd to lay a new 
Tax in order to ſupport an Army, and con- 
tinue the War, 

Secondly, that theſe Men enliſted by the 
Church-Wardens will be ſuch idle Fellows 
as live on doing Miſchief, becauſe they will 
not work, and the ſame Pariſh Officers will 
take Care to pick up ſuch Perſons who do 
not leave any Family behind them ; for now 
by our Officers inliſting every one who pre- 
ſents himſelf to a recruiting Officer, we not 
only pay ſo much a Man for the uſual En- 
couragement, but it very often happens that 
even induſtrious Tradeſmen, when in Liquor 
or Paſſion, inliſt themſelves for Soldiers, and 
leave behind him a Wife and four or five 

A Children, 
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Children, who are oblig'd to be maintain'd 
at the Expence of the Pariſh, and inſtead of 
getting rid of the Vag abonds and idle Fel- 
lows in this Countr = the War, we looſe 
a great Number of hone working Fellows 
very uſeful to Society. 

hirdly, That in time of Peace the Sol- 
diers that we have now, when diſcharg'd, 
know not where to go, and having no In- 
clination to work, (as they have been us'd 
to an. idle Life) they turn Pick-pockets, 
and Street-robbers; but in caſe we have 
theſe Soldiers from the Pariſh, then in time 
of Peace we may ſend them again to their 
own Abodes and Friends, (which cannot 
be done with reſpe& to the others mention'd, 
who, op. : wi diſoblig'd both, by in- 
liſting 7, ves in the Army) ) who, i in gra- 
tende for the Service that they have done 
to their King and Country, will employ 
them, and put them in a Way of getting 
their Bread. 

Tho' this will look prima facie as too 
great a Charge on the Pariſh, to witt, to pay 
10/. a Year for each Soldier, nevertheleſs if 
we conſider in what Manner the Pariſh Buſi- 
neſs is tranſacted at preſent, we ſoon may 
find out that by giving a proper Rule for 
the better Management of the ſaid Buſineſs, 
by this Levy the Pariſh will not find any 
Grievance, but rather be a Gainer. W 8 4 

C 2 Beſides | 


wo 1 
Beſides the annual Revenues of every Pa- 
riſh, a prodigious large Sum of Money is 
aid yearly Oy the Pariſhioners for the 
Ne of their Poor, which Sums of 
Money, inſtead of being diſtributed to them, 
are converted into the following Uſe. 


The Bill of the Church-IWardens of the Pariſh 
of St. —-—— for the Year 1746. 


Spent at ſeveral Meetings on N I. 5s. d. 
Veſtry-Men, Overſeers, Vi- 0 
ſitations, Doctor, Juſtices, 7? 2 ® 
and Reader, GSW. -— 9 
Spent by ditto for one Dinner at —30 10 4 


The Veſtry Clerk a Year's 

Salary, — — — — 710 Ro: 
Paid him at divers Payments ? 

for examining the Poor.— $90 16 10 
For Miniſters for aſſiſting the 7 6 8 

Reader at 4d. per Time. — [ 9 
Spent at a Tavern going to 2 

Hicks-Hall about a Baſtard. 5 * 7 © 
Paid Juſtice for paſſing Vagrants. 19 4 7 
For Sacrament Wine, great 78 Es 

Part drank in the Veſtry. — 4 | 
Sexton's Bill for Neceſſaries.— 20 11 6 
Ringers, for Wood, Paying, &c. 8 16 © 

DLL L. 340 15 5 

de wo; "On in De 2 "Ip 2 6+ 


Now 


1 


Now let me ask you, cou'd not the Par- 


liament regulate the Pariſh Affairs in a bet- 


ter Manner, by forbidding any Meeting at 
the Tavern, which more properly might be 
done in the Veſtry? Cou'd not the Parlia- 
ment relieve the Pariſh of ſuch exorbitant 
Expences? Cou'd it not oblige the Pariſh- 
Officers to bring every Year to the Biſhops 
of the reſpective Dioceſes an exact Account 
of what Money they have received, and 


how they have laid it out, and if the Biſhops 


find any Fraud or improper Management, 
give them Authority to puniſh, rigorouſly 
the Tranſgrefſors ? „ 

Suppoſe now, that if this Pariſh was to 
pay 50ol. per Ann. for the Support of five 


of their Pariſhioners, as Soldiers; and if that 


mentioned exorbitant Bill was reform'd, (as 
propoſed) in that Caſe, the Pariſh wou'd be 
the Gainer, and the Pariſhioners wou'd not 
pay any thing more for the Poor than what 
they do at preſent, nor the Poor be worſe 
uſed than they are likewiſe at preſent. 

If a Gentleman in Diſtreſs ſhould endea- 
vour, by good Oeconomy and Management 
in his Family, and by reſtraining his exor- 
bitant Expences, to ſave as much Money a 
Year as might help him to proceed in his 
Buſineſs without contracting new Debts, 
and oppreſſing his Tenants ; would not this 
Endeavour be very commendable ? Now if 
by reforming the ſaid Abules, and ill Ma- 
1 nagement 
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nagement of the Pariſh Money, the King 
might have an Army paid by it, wou'd not 
this in like Manner be very commendable, 
and would not this be better than to lay on 
another new Tax ? : 

The Clergy will think it a little hard 
upon them to pay ſo much per Cent. out of 
their eccleſiaſtical Benefices ; for they pay 
already all the Taxes as other Subjects do, 
and to tax a Body in particular, may be 
look'd upon as an Impoſition. — 

I muſt aſk ten thouſand Pardons of theſe 
Gentlemen, if I have directed my Views on 
them, which is not for any Prejudice that I 
have againſt them, but rather for their own 
Good, as well as for the Advantage of 
my Country. . 

For their own Good, becauſe it is their 
greateſt Advantage to protect a Proteſtant 
Government: For what is it to a Shoe-ma- 
ker, or Carpenter, Merchant, &c. if King 
G——ge or the P r ſhould fit upon the 
Throne; it would be all the ſame to them, 
and they would not be one bit the better or 
the worſe for it. But the Church of Eng- 
land being in a particular manner their, 


Spouſe, and in danger of being raviſhed by 


a Popiſh Government, and their Livelihood 
being the firſt that would be at Stake, they 
ought therefore to do a great deal more than 
any other People, in order to ſupport our 
preſent happy Government; and if a _— 
| chant, 


(15) 
chant, in time of War, pays ſo much per 
Cent. to inſure his Ship and Cargoe, — 4 
ſhould not a Clergyman pay ſo much per 
Cent. to the Government in order to inſure 
his Church and Livelihood? Beſides, we 
muſt conſider how eaſily they get their 
Money, how certain they are of their Rents, 
and how they can reſtrain their Expences 
as mnch as they pleaſe, whilſt a poor 
Tradeſman, in order to ſupport himſelf, 
muſt work all the Week, muſt have a 
Stock to follow his Trade, and muſt ſtand 
to the Loſs of inſolvent Debtors. The 
Farmer likewiſe muſt work, muſt have a 
Stock, and ſuffer great Loſſes, either by 
intemperate, Weather, or epidemical Mala- 
dies, which our horn'd Cattle are at pre- 


ſent cad much ſubject to. In the mean 
time thꝭ Clergyman has nothing to do but 
read a 


Proper now and then, or employ a 
young Metſon to do it for him, at any eaſy 
Rate; his Income  is*4mv&ſt certain; and 
whether it ſnows, or rains; his Stock conliſts 
in a Bible or a Tow Boks: of Sermons; nor 
has he any Fear about lofing, by Accident, 
any thing in his Profeſſion, (but by the Pre 
tender.) A Tradeſman is oblig'd to keep a 
Shop and Servants as well as a Farmer, 
which muſt be paid whether he gets Money 
or not; he is oblig'd, in order to keep him- 
ſelf in proper Vigour, ſo as to be the better 
able to W his Fatigues, to drink ſtrong 


Liquor, 


| (763. 
Liquor, and have ſubftantial Food ; and in 
order to get Acquaintances or Cuſtomers, to 
frequent Taverns and Clubs, &c. while 
again, the Clergy who live an eaſy Life may 
do without; neither do they want Acquain- 
tances nor Cuſtomers to carry on their 
Buſineſs ; a fingle Houſe is enough for a Cler- 
gyman to dwell in; nor 1s he oblig'd to 
keep ſeveral Servants, or a large Table, no 
more than St. Peter : Moreover, he muſt 
reflect how his Monitor Teſus Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles lived, whoſe Steps he 1s more 
oblig'd to imitate than other People, in or- 
der the better to recommend the Chriſtian 
Religion by dint of a good Example: For 
as the Sheep naturally follow the Steps of 
the Shepherd, ſo the Chriſtian follows that 
of the Clergy, who muſt be reſponſable, if 
his Flock, by his bad Example, ſhould loſe 
the Way to Heaven: And what is till 
a more important Conſideration, the Clergy 
will naturally think themſelves obliged to 
renew their moſt ardent Prayers and Peti- 
tions to Heaven, in order to procure an ho- 
nourable Peace, and a ſpeedy End to the 
preſent War, in as much as their Taxes will 
then be at an End, and give them, in par- 
- ticular, a ſenſible Pleaſure. Therefore it is 
very reaſonable that they ſhould be taxed 
on this Occaſion, rather than other People, 
being more able to withſtand it, and much 
more intereſted in the ſupparting of our 
happy 
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happy Government: Beſides, this is what 
is cuſtomary in almoſt every other Kingdom 
in Europe. E 

The ſame Tax, I think, all Gentlemen 
who enjoy any Place under the Govern- 
ment, ought, in gratitude, to pay during the 
War, in proportion to their Income: For 
he wou' d be a very ungrateful Servant, who 
having a very good Place, ſhould ſee his 
Maſter in Diſtreſs for want of Money, 
knowing at the ſame time what a great 
Help it wou'd be to him, if on that parti- 
cular Occaſion, a ſmall Sum of Money was 
given him out of his Wages ; ſuch a Ser- 
vant ſhoald not refuſe a Requeſt of that 
nature to a Maſter who had been ſo gene- 
rous as to give him a very good Place, and 
had taken ſo much Pains to aſſure him of 
his Livelihood, (for by the Government 
being overſet, he would be the firſt to loſe 
it) and conſequently he is oblig'd to contri- 
bute as much as he can towards his Maſter's 
| Preſervation. 'I dare ſay no Oppoſition will 

be found in this Part of the Scheme; for 1 
am almoſt ſure that theſe Gentlemen will 
chearfully pay a Tax for the Support of their 
King and Maſter, by which they will ena- 
ble him to defend their Religion, Liberty 
and Property, and even contribute much to 
their own Happineſ . 
Suppoſe now that all this was perform'd 
accordingly, then without laying a 'new 
4157 h Tax 5 
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Tax we ſhould have an Army of neat 
60,000 Men ready rais'd to us by our good 
Oeconomy; and with what might be col- 
lected from the Clergy, and the Gentlemen 
belonging to the Government, we ſhould 
have enough to pay the Officers in the 
Army; and the Remainder being plac'd in 
the Treaſury, might enable us to enlarge 
our Sea Forces, by which alone we can ex- 
pect any Advantage: For as a Dog fights 
with his Mouth, a Bull with his — a 
Horſe with his Heels, a Highlander with 
his broad Sword, ſo a Britiſh Nation ought 
to fight with her Fleet, by which alone the 
might make all the World tremble, humble 
the French King and impoveriſh her Ene- 
mies: For if the Fleet which we had uſeleſs 
in the Mediteranean theſe fix Yeats had 
been employ'd in America, and other large 
Fleets had been ſent to intercept the Spanmiſ 
Fleet and Galloons, with the French Fleet 
and Martinico Ships, by this time I dont 
know what wou'd have become of the 
French and Spaniards ; I am almoſt ſure 
that by that Means we cou'd have reduced 
them to aſk for a Peace, and in the mean 
time we might have enlarg d our Settlements 
in the Weft-Indies. | Wherefore, we muſt 
endeavour to carry on the War by Sea 
with the beſt of our Forces, eſpecially fince 
we have daily ſo great Encouragement ; and 
from thence — room to expect a — 
g when 
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when we may give Laws to the French, in- 
ſtead of receiving any from them. 

| Now to give you my Sentiments about the 
Smugglers, I muſt begin to remind you of 
the dreadful Conſequences that muſt neceſ- 
farily follow, if care is not taken to extir- 
pate this Race of Villains, before they get 
more Strength and enlarge their. Number. 
TheſeSmugglers are a deſperate Set of People, 
who have no Regard to Law or Govern- 
ment, nor even to their own Perſons; who 
endeavour to carry on an unlawful Trade, 
by which they get a great deal of Money ; 
who live well without fearing any Body; 
whoſe Inſolence is ſo great, that they make 
no Scruple to break open a Cuſtom Houſe 
to take away the King's Goods, and to me- 
nace all the King's Officers for interrupting 
them in their lawleſs 'way of Proceeding. 
'T his ſort of People by Degrees being join'd 
by all the Vagabonds and deſperate Fellows 
whatſoever of the Country, will compoſe 
ſuch a large Body as will even dare to face 
the King's Troops; and in caſe (God for- 
bid) that the French were to land in Kent, 
or in other Parts of England, they would 
immediately join them, and give them all 
the Aſſiſtance they could in order to over- 
turn our preſent Government: And as a - 
Thief in the Houſe is worſe than an hun- 
dred abroad, we ſhall find in a little time 
great Difficulty in defending ourſelyes from 
E D 2 th m 
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them, and that perhaps they will be more 
troubleſome to us than the French. 
This would not be the firſt time that a 
whole Nation has been ruin'd by ſuch a Set 
of People, eſpecially if they can find any diſ- 
affected Man of note at hand ready to em- 
bark in the ſame dangarous Scheme; and 
therefore it's neceſſary to endeavour at pre- 
ſent to prevent the great Miſchiefs which 
in Time will be occaſion'd by thoſe faid 
Smugglers ; tis not only the Government 
that may ſuffer great Damage by them, but 
the Public, and even every Individual Per- 
ſon : For (as we have obſerv'd) theſe deſ- 
perate Fellows are join'd daily by all the 
Vagabonds of the Country : And as it is 
impoſſible for them to maintain all their 
Apprentices, and admit them into Partner- 
ſhip, they grant them their Protection, and 
tell them, That in order to maintain them- 
ſelves. till ſuch times as they can reap the 
Benefit of the Trade, they may go to rob 
on the Highway ; by - which Means, they 
make their Apprentices as deſperate as them- 
ſelves. Hence we muſt expect, that in time 
theſe Highway- men will be in ſuch a great 
Number, that we ſhall not be able to go three 
Miles out of Town, without running the 
Hom of being knock'd down and robb'd. 

This was the Caſe in Tah, when they 
were in ſuch r * eſpecially before 
the Popedom of 8% V. that all Trade 
4. 8; was 
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was at a Stand, and the People durſt no 
more go from one Town to another, than 
I ſhould dare to croſs the Sea by ſwimming. 
All this is not Imagination, but Matter of 
Fact, and ſuch as we ſee every Day before 
us; for I can't read a News-Paper without 
meeting with ſuch like Robberies in Town 
and Country; and fince the late Act of Par- 
liament (which I wiſh had never been 
made) theſe Practices are more frequent; 
for the Smugglers are become now more deſ- 
perate than they were before, ſince they 

expect to be hang'd if they are taken ; and 
therefore have formed themſelves into a 
large Body; by which Contrivance they 
think themſelves in greater Safety, and ſeem 
to be reſolv'd, rather to run the Hazard of 
being hang'd, than to leave off their Trade. 
And why not? We ſee that an idle Fellow, 
for Six-pence a Day, without any other 
View, inliſts himſelf for a Soldier, notwith- 
ſtanding he knows that he runs the Hazard 
of being kill'd every Day of his Life (for 
the Officers go into the Army in order to 
fignalize themſelves in defending their King 
and Country) why then may not a Vaga- 
bond run the Hazard of being hang'd for 
three, four, five and more Shillings a Day? 
 Befides, we ſee more Soldiers kill'd, than 
Rogues hang'd : Therefore the Act of Par- 
liament, inſtead of doing Service, has made 
things worſe. = CAT" 
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The only way to extirpate theſe Fellows, 
is to puniſh thoſe People who encourage 
them ; for if they ww not encourag d by 
ſuch as buy Goods from them, it would be 
impoſſible that they could carry on this un- 
lawful Trade. 

Suppoſe an Act of Parliament was made, 
that the People who buy Tea, Brandy, &c, 
from no other Perſons but Shopkeepers, or 
public Merchants, as well as thoſe who 
ſell them in a private manner, ſhould pay 
100 J. and be immediately 3 3 
which Money ſhould inſtantly be paid after 
the Conviction of the Tranſgreſſor J and if 
he is not able, by the Government, to the 
Informer, (but we muſt take great care to 
uſe the Informers well, nor let them lan- 
guiſh for their Money as they do at pre- 
ſent; for in that caſe, very few will take 
Pains to inform, and conſequently the Law 
cannot be well executed) and the Accomplice, 
without any Delay, ſhould be brought to 
his Trial. And if «i Smuggler himſelf ſhall 
inform againſt the Buyer, and his — 84 
tion ſhall prove true, in that Caſe, the 
Smuggler be pardon'd, and intitled to the 
hundred Pound. * 

This will not appear too great a Ri- 
gour, if we conſider, that as the Buyer 
is the Cauſe of all theſe Evils, by en- 
couraging Smugglers, he ought to be ſeverely 
puniſh'd; for the Perſon who occaſions a 
Crime, is more guilty than he who actually 
1s 
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is the Practiſer of it: For Example, A Fel- 


low picks my Pocket of a Watch, if he 


cannot find a Perſon to buy it, tis not worth 
his while to run the Hazard of being hang'd 
for ſtealing a thing which he can make no 
Money of. And ſo let the Smuglers bring 
in what ——_— of Tea, Brandy, Wine, &c. 
they pleaſe, what can they do with it, if 
they cannot make Money of it? For, in 
caſe of ſuch a Law, if a Man comes to ſell 
me a Pound of Tea, with an Intention, 
* * to inform againſt me for the ſame, 
I arreſt him the very Minute he brings me 
the Tea, and carry him before a juſtice of 
the Peace; fo by this Means I punniſh a 
Rogue, and get an hundred Pounds into the 
Bargain ; therefore no one will dare offer to 
ſell or buy contraband Goods, which muſt 
in courſe remain unſold. 

By this Method we ſhould not only be able 
to ſuppreſs the Smuglers, but even do a great 
Service to the honeſt and fair Dealer, by in- 
creaſing his Trade, and enabling him the better 
to pay his Taxes and Debts : But in the mean 
time I would oblige every Dealer to have a 
Certificate of the Quantity and Quality of his 


Goods ; 'the Importer to have a Certificate 


of the Quantity and Quality of the Goods 
He has entred from the Cuſtom-Houſe, and 


when; and if the Importer ſells his Goods 


to others in a Wholeſale way, to give them 
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a Certificate, ſpecifying the Goods to be the 
ſame as he entred ſuch a Day in ſuch a Quan- 
tity. Other Merchants who ſend them, or 
ſell them to other Shopkeepers i ina Whole 
ſale way, are to give them a Certificate, 
that ſuch Goods, which, in ſuch a Quantity, 
were fold to them, are the ſame that they had 
in ſuch a Quantity, ſuch a Day, from ſuch a 
Merchant Who imported them, in ſuch a 
manner as it may be in the Power of any 
Dealer in thoſe Goods to produce, and ſhew 
by his Book, upon any Call, where the 
Goods that he ſells come from; which Rule 
would inivitably ſecure a fair Trade. 

This would likewiſe be of great Advantage 
to the Government; for by ſuppreſſing Smug- 
glers, the Duty on Tea, Brandy, &c. may be 
put on the ſame footing as it was before; by 
which means the Cuſtom-Houſe would pro- 
duce to the King'at leaſt a third Part more 
of annual Revenues : And by this Fund, a 
Million or two 'may be rais 4 at preſent, in 
order to carry on the War much more ef- 
fectually than by any new Tax. In ſhort, 

a good Oeconomy at home, and a good Ma- 
nagement of an Eſtate, is what will prevent 
the Ruin of many Nations and Families; 
as without this no Family can ſubſiſt long, 
but in time muſt neceſſarily periſn; (as we 
every one know by Experience) for we 
daily ſee a Gentleman cut a better Fi wich 

wit 
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with a thouſand Pounds a Year, than another 
with three thouſand Pounds per ann. by be- 
ing a better Manager and Oeconomiſt: For 
while the Maſter diverts himſelf abroad, or | 
neglects his Buſineſs, the Servant at home | 
indiſcreetly makes away with his Subſtance ; 
ſo while we are buſy about our Affairs 
abroad, and find ſome way or other to con- 
tract new Debts, and lay new Taxes, in or- 
der to ſupport the ſeveral Expences, our 
domeſtick Affairs go to ruin, and put us 
into the utmoſt Confuſion ; for if we 
obſerv'd a better Oeconomy in our private 
Affairs, we ſhould not be either in 
want of Money or Men to make ourſelves 
reſpected or dreaded by our Enemies. In 
the mean time we may depend upon it, that 
if we do not endeavour to ſettle theſe ſaid f 
Affairs in a more prudent manner, our Ene- b 
mies will take the ſame Advantage from it, 
as Rogues generally take of a young Man 
juſt come to Age, entitled to a large Eſtate, 
and only attentive to his Pleaſures, to im- 
poſe upon him and his Servants, by _— 
an Opportunity to enrich themſelves, an 
enticing the Maſter to Gallop on inconſi- 
derately to his own Perdition and Po- 
verty. 2M 

In Ad to "High vaymen 100 Street 
| Robbers, we ought to do with them as a 
good Surgeon does in order to cure a fore 
| E Leg; 
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Leg; in the Beginning he applies Lenitives, 
ry a Sc. and if the Diſeaſe yields not to 
ſuch Applications, he makes uſe of ſtronger 
Plaſters of a corroſive nature: If that will 
not do, and the Diſorder becomes deſperate, 
then he makes uſe of deſperate Remedies, 
fuch as Fire and Knives, without any 
regard to the Pain the Patient may feel in 
the Operation, but with the ſole View of 
curing the Diſeaſe, If the preſent Law, 
which is in the nature of a Lenitive and 
Corroſive, is not ſufficient to exterminate 
them, then we muſt needs make a deſperate 
one ; Which is a Reward of fifty Pounds to 
every one, who brings the Head of an High- 
way-man or Street-Robber, without any * 
ther Proclamation, and pardon whoſoever 
ſhould do this, though of the ſame Gang ; 
and by this Means they will deſtroy one 
another in a Month's time. 

Theſe are the Methods by which other 
Sovereigns have rooted out in a ſhort time 
all the Highway-men from their Domini- 
ons; and by ſame Methods Wolves 
were deſtroy'd in England, What harm 
then would there be in ſacrificing a ſmall 
Number of theſe Rogues for the Security of 
all his Majeſty's Subjects? would it not be 
better to do ſo, to ſee every Day 
People kill'd or rag he wounded ? and 
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if they are of ſuch Principles as not to ow 
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the Blood of ſo many innocent People, who 
are not willing to be robb'd, or have not 
Money enough to ſatisfy their Expectations, 
why then ſhould the Government ſpare the 
Blood of ſuch Villains, and daily deter their 
Puniſhment ? Let them be kill'd inſtead of 
being hang' d; which is almoſt the ſame, 
only more quick Work ; and let us go ſafe 
into the Country, and come home ſafe at 
Night. ied 

Therefore, from what we have obſerved 
we muſt conclude, that every new Tax laid 
the Publick, at this preſent Juncture, 
whether it be on Silver Plate, Wigs, Hats, 
publick Signs, or. on Livery Servants, and 
Saddle Horſes, will be hard on the Subjects, 
who are already overladen with them ; and 

in its Conſequences will prove very fatal. 
- The levy of 50 or 60,000 Men by the 
Pariſh, will be.the Product of a better Oeco- 
nomy in the Management of parochial Af- 
fairs; eſpecially it proper Rules were penn'd 
to this Purpoſe, without the leaſt Aggriev- 
ance either on the Publick or Poor ; and by 
this Scheme we may not only raiſe ſuch a 
Number of Men in a Fortnight's time, but 
alſo by the ſame Means may abſolutely keep 
up the ſame full Number; for if a Soldier 
dies or deſerts, his Pariſh "muſt reimplace 
another. Conſequently by this Scheme, at 
any Time, or on any Occaſion, the Govern- 
b E 2 ment 
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ment may have, on one Day's Warning, an 
Army to defend us from any Attempt or 
Invaſion whatſoever. 

As to the Tax propoſed. of ſo much per 
Cent. on eccleſiaſtical Benefices, this is uſual 
in almoſt all Countries in Europe, where 
the eccleſiaſtical Body in particular contri- 
butes, in Time of War, to the Support of 
their Sovereign and Religion; therefore tis 
hoped theſe Gentlemen will not be ſo un- 
reaſonable as to think much of it, no more 
than thoſe who enjoy any Place under the 
Government ; as it is their particular Intereſt 
to ſupport it on all ſach Occaſions. 

The Suppreſſion of Smugglers, as pro- 
poſed, ſeems both proper and neceſſary, for 
without punnithing, very rigorouſly, the 
Buyers and private Sellers, it will be im- 
poſſible to extirpate them, and procure a 
due Advantage to the fair Dealer. The 
Smugglers being once deſtroy'd, we may 
raiſe the Duty on Tea in the ſame Manner 
as it has been before, and being certain that 
all theſe Commodities will be, for the fu- 
ture, imported in the Cuſtom-Houſe : This 
will prodigiouſly increaſe' its Revenue, and 
- conſequently the Government will have a 
ſufficient Fund, without any new Tax, to 
raiſe a Million or two to ſupply the Neceſ- 
fities of the War, and to encreaſe our Fleet; 
and by keeping them always before the 

principal 
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principal Ports of the French and Spaniards, 
we. may deſtroy their Trade, and hinder 
them from receiving and ſending any Sub- 
fiſtances; by which Means, join'd with the 
great Courage and Emulation of our Sea- 
Officers, we may ſee our Nation Triumphant 
over moſt Parts of the Globe, 
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